
Outline of the syllabus  

BA  Sociology offers six Courses, each for one semester as follows: 

Semester   I 

Title of the course: - Introduction to Sociology. It covers, introduction of the discipline, basic concepts, 

Social institutions, culture and Socialization, social structure and stratification and Social mobility and 

change, under six blocks. 

Semester   II 

Title of the course: - Sociology of India. The outline of the course is; India as a plural society, Caste and 

tribe, Family and kinship, Village society in India, Identities and change and challenges to State and 

Society, under six blocks. 

Semester   III 

Title of the course: - Sociological Theories. The course covers, Introduction to Sociological theories, 

August Comte, Ibn Khaldun, Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim and Max Weber, under six blocks. 

Semester   IV 

Title of the course: - Method of Sociological Inquiry. The course covers, The Logic of Social Research, 

Modes of Sociological Inquiry, Methodological Perspective, Techniques of Data Collection, Sampling of 

data presentation and data analysis and report writing, under six blocks. 

Semester   V 

Title of the course: - Marriage, Family and kinship. The outline of the course is; introduction, Descent 

and Alliance, Family and Household, Power and Discrimination in the Family, Choice and Regulation in 

the marriage in India and contemporary debates, under six blocks. 

Semester   VI 

Title of the course: - Social Stratification. The course covers; Social Stratification: Concepts and 

Approaches, Caste, Class in India, Gendered Inequalities in India, Poverty and Social Exclusion, and Social 

Mobility, under six blocks. 

 

 

 

 

 



References of Self Learning Material 

Semester i 

• Giddens, A., 2006 (5th ed.), Sociology, London: Oxford University Press, Chapter 1, pp. 2-29.  
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Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 261-270.  
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• Kumar, Radha. 1999, „From Chipko to sati: The Contemporary women‟s  movement‟, in Nivedita Menon 

(ed.) Gender and Politics in India. Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 342-369.   

• Madan, T.N., 1997, Modern Myths and Locked Minds. Delhi: Oxford University Press, Chapter 8.  
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Semester iv 

• Mills, C W 1959, The Sociological Imagination, London: Oxford university Press, Chapter 1, pp.3-24. 
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Publishing Corporation, ppXV-XXIV. 
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4, pp. 72-94 
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• Merton, R K, 1972, Social Theory and Social Structure, Delhi; Arvind Publishing House, Chapter 4&5, pp. 
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70 
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• Parkin, R. and L. Stone, 2004, ‘General Introduction’, in R. Parkin and L. Stone (eds.), Kinship and 

Family: An Anthropological Reader, U.S.A.: Blackwell, pp. 1-23.   

• Schneider, D. M., 2004(1972), ‘What is Kinship All About?’, in R. Parkin and L. Stone (eds.), Kinship 
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• Carsten, J., 2004, ‘Introduction’ in After Kinship, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp.1-30.   

• Radcliffe-Brown, A. R. and D. Forde (eds.), 1950, African Systems of Kinship and Marriage, London: 

Oxford University Press, Introduction, pp.139.  

• Fortes, M., 1970, ‘The Structure of Unilineal Descent Groups’, in M. Fortes, Time and Social Structure 

and Other Essays, University of London: The Athlone Press, pp. 67-95.   
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Sinhalese Customary Law’, in E. R. Leach (ed.), Rethinking Anthropology, London: The Athlone Press, 

pp. 105113.  

• Dumont, L., 1968, ‘Marriage Alliance’, in D. Shills (ed.), International Encyclopedia of the Social 

Sciences, U.S.A.: Macmillan and Free Press, pp. 19-23.   
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Family, Kinship and Marriage in India. Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 341-356.   

• Shah, A.M., 1998, ‘Changes in the Indian Family: An Examination of Some Assumptions’, in A.M. 

Shah, The Family in India: Critical Essays, New Delhi: Orient Longman, pp.52-63.   

• Simpson, B., 2004, ‘Gays, Paternity and Polyandry: Making Sense of New Family Forms in 

Contemporary Srilanka’, in R. Chopra, C. Osella and F. Osella (eds.), South Asian Masculinities: 

Context of Change, Sites of Continuity, Delhi: Kali for Women, pp. 160-174.   

• Chowdhry, P., 1998, ‘Enforcing Cultural Codes: Gender and Violence in Northern India’, in M. E. John 

and J. Nair (eds.), A Question of Silence: The Sexual Economies of Modern India, New Delhi: Kali for 
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• John, M. E. et.al., 2008, ‘Structural Contexts of Adverse Sex Ratios’ in M. E. John et.al., Planning 

Families, Planning Gender: The Adverse Child Sex Ratio in Selected Districts of Madhya Pradesh, 
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• Béteille, A. 1983. ‘Introduction in Andre Béteille (ed.): Equality and Inequality: Theory and Practice; 

Delhi: Oxford University Press. pp.1- 27.    

• Gupta, D. 1991. ‘Hierarchy and Difference’ in Dipankar Gupta (ed.): Social Stratification Delhi: Oxford 

University Press , pp 1-21.   
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• McClintock, Anne, and George Robertson. ‘Softsoaping Empire: Commodity Racism and Imperial 
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Taylor & Francis Group, 304-316   Barth, F. (ed), Ethnic Groups and Boundaries, Little Brown and Co. 

Boston, 1969, pp10-16.     
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Press, 1971.     

• Sharma, Ursula. 1999. Caste. Open University Press, pp.1-94.     
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Men, Stanford University Press, 2004 pp 389-402.  
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Allocations, Entitlements and Value” in Irene Tinker (ed.), Persisting Inequality: Women World 

Development, Oxford: Clarendon Press, pp. 121-164.   

• Timothy Smeeding, ‘Poorer by Comparison; Poverty, Work and Public Policy in Comparative 



Perspective’, Pathways Magazine, Stanford Center for the Study of Poverty and Inequality, Winter 

2008, pp1-25.   

• Newman, K. S and Victor Tan Chen.2007. The Missing Class: Portraits of the Near Poor in America, 

Boston: Beacon Press Book, pp 1-10.   

• Breigher,R.L.(ed)1990. Social Mobility and Social Structure. New York; Cambridge University Press, 

Ch. 5, pp.103-30.    Grusky, D.V. 1994. Social Stratification Perspective. Boulder: Westview Press, Part 

I V, pp 245-264.     

• Macleod, Jay. 1987. ‘Leveled Aspirations: Social Reproduction Takes its Toll’, in Ain’t No Makin It: 

Aspirations and Attainment in a Low Income Neighbourhood. USA: Westview Press, pp. 112-136.     

• Bettie, Julie. 2003. Women without Class: Girls, Race, and Identity. California: University of California 

Press, pp 57-94. 

 
 

 

  


